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To the Right Honourable 


Sir 70 HN FRYER, Bar- 


Lord-Mayor of the City of London. 


My Lo xp, 


As the Seaſonableneſs of the Subject, that 
was my main Inducement, beth to pratify 
thoſe who deſir d to have this Diſcourſe prin- 
Feed, and to take the Liberty of prefixing 
Fell Tour Loxpsuir's Name. This may perhaps 
fl tempt ſome to give it the Reading, who have 
: of late been the more free in their Com- 
plaints, as thinking that in Circumſtances like ours, (in de- 
ſcribing which they will hardly allow they can wver do) nothin 2 
that deſervd any regard could be ſaid againſt em: But if 
they are free to liſten either to Scripture or Reaſon, I hops 
I have here offer '4 what may convince them of a Miſtake. 

Your LonrDsSHie's Private Life has not diſcover d that 
complaining Spirit, for which many others have been remarks- 
ble, to the needleſs diſturbing themſelves, the adding to the 
Cares of their Superiors, and the making their Iuferiors and 
Equals uneaſy : Which encourages theſe that have the Honour 
to know you, to expect, that Tour Power and Authority now 
Tou are publickly advanc'd, will be employ'd in diſccuraging ſuch 
a Temper in others. And therefore I could not think, an 
Eſſay to check, ſuch a ſpreading Evil, could be unacceptable, 
to ſuch a Lover of what is honeſtly aim'd at the Publich 
Good, as Nur LORDSAH IV. 


I make a Preſent of it to Your Lon DSAHID, with muſe 


hearty Congratulations, upon Nur Entrance en ſo honourable 
Station, in ſuch a Juncture as this, I take Prit in the com- 
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ven Toy, that the Great City will this Year have a chief Ma. 
giſtrate, who will make it his earneſt endeavour to put dif. 
contented Complainers, as well as other Offenters to ſhame ; 
leaving thoſe only uneaſy whom nothing will ſatisfy, without 
Scope to be diſſolute, and to diſturb at Pleaſure, either theſe 
at Helm, er their quiet Neighbours. 

Youn LonrDsSHiIr i not like to be free of ſuch Diff. 
exlties at without great Wiſdom and Steadineſs, Courage and 
Patience, will make the Chair uneaſy : But You have the noble 
Example of Tour Great Maſter King GxonG E, at once 1 
encourage and dirett Tou. Tis his main Study to make theſe 
happy, that ſeem neither willing to be ſo, nor ſenſible when 
they are ſo, Dur LoRDSHI by reſembling him will ſer 
his Government, as You have before deny'd Tourſelf to ſecum 
his Intereſt : And both will be much to Your Honour. 

Your Lo DSHniP is better acquainted with Mankind, 
than to expect after the utmoſt Pains, that Your Fellow-Citizen 
will all be pleasd : And yet I hope Tou will find a Number « 
them will know how to be grateful, But whatever Tour Re 
turnt may be from Men, if Du do but approve Tourſelf t 
the Meſt High, to whom Tour Advancement is owing, (wh: 
Approbation is infinitely beyond human Applauſe) You ing 
depend upon his Gracious Promiſe of honouring thoſe that ht 
nour Him, | 

May He that has all Hearts and Events within his reach 
make the Service of this Tear far to ſurpaſs the Fatigues i 
it, and carry You comfo tably through it. May He multijy 
his Bleſſings on Tour L«< RD SH1y, Tour vertuous Conſort, au 
Your whole Family. May You be a Pattern to the Magiſtrates 
this City, in Tour Prudent Real for the Reformation of Mar 
ners, and Activity in ſupporting our Credit, our Trade, ou 
Civil Government, and the true Proteſtant Intereſt : Thw 
beartily prays, | 


My Lox ov, 
Tour Log DSHIP's 


Nov 5. 


178. Moſt Obedient Servant, 


Ep. Calan 


EccLES. vii. 1c. 


Say not thou, hat is the 
Cauſe that the former 


1 Days were better than 
ll theſe ? For thou deft nat 
ſi enquire wiſely concerning 
this. 


ROVER BI A L Sayines and | 
Speeches, for which the Writer of | 
this Book was deſervediy famous, 
are ever to be conſtrued and un- | 
de:ſtood with a Latitude, and not | 
aken according ro the ſtrictneſs of | 
the Letter, for fear of our running into Mi: 
ſtakes, and gathering Things from them that | 
were never intended to be thereby inſinuated or | 
convey d. I need go no farther for an Inſtance, | 
t, than this Text, taking wich rigorouſly, we might i 
ö 
| 
| 
| 


run ourſelvrs imo range Conſuſion about Sin and 
5 Duty. 
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Duty, about Good and Evil. For if we muſt in 
all Caſes count the preſent Days as good as the 
former, we might fancy ourſelves forbidden to com 
plain altho' Things were ever ſo much amiſs ; or 


to take any Pains, in our ſeveral Places, and with- 


in our proper Spheres, to find out ſuitable Remedies 
for Relief: We might imagine it to be quite wrong 
at all to lament or bewail the moſt fatal Diſorders, 
or the moſt ſpreading Corruptions, or the greateſt 
Prevalence of ſuch Sins, as naturally tend to pull 
down the moſt dreadful Judgments, or are the Fore- 
runners of them; and might come at length to 
look upon it as matter of Duty, to ler Things go 
juſt as they will, without Care or Concern about 
the Iſſue. | | 

WurenReas the true Intention of the Preacher 
in this his Saying, plainly appears to have been, 
to cenſure ſuch Complaints againſt the Times in 
which Men ſeverally live, as are levelld againſt the 
great Gop, as if he dealt hardly with them, ei- 
ther in caſting their Lot at ſuch a particular Seaſon, 
or in ſuffering them to meet with ſuch Treatment, as 
they think is not to be indur'd: His aim was free- 
ly to reflect on ſuch Complaints, as would diſcover 
Impatience, or diſcourage and hinder Men in the 
proper Duties of their reſpective Places, in humble 
Dependence on the Wiſe Providence of the moſt 
High, to which the Iſſues of all Things, even thoſe 
that appear the moſt deplorable, may be left with 
all imaginable Safety. 

THERE is no queſtion to be made on't, but 
that ir is the common Duty of all to ſtudy the 
Times they ſeverally live in. The diſcerning the 
reſpective Sigus and Characters by which they are 
diſtinguiſhed, is fred upon all in the Holy 

Scxix- 
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Scripture ; the Want of it is juſtly complain d of 
as a great Fault; and the underſtanding the Times, 


ſo as to know what Iſrael ought to do, 1s brought 1 Chron, 


in as 2 mighty Commendation. We may com- 
pare former and later Days together, with Mo- 
deſty and Humility very allowably : But to give 
ourſelves Scope ro run out in a way of Complaint 
and Murmuring, fo as to contend with the Great 
Governour of the World, or arraign the Dilpenla, 
tions of his Providence; to oppoſe our Deſires or 
Inclinations to his Purpoſes, or our Weakneſs to his 
unſearchable Wiſdom, is a Thing fo faulty as to be 
inexcuſable. To be ſure we never can inquire 
wiſely concerning Things, if we impeach Gop and 
his Providence: For Wiſdom in ſtriving againſt 


him that is infinitely above us, and who giveth not Toy, 1515, 


Account of any of his Matters, nor is bound ſo to do, 13. 
there can be none. We may compare Times with 
Times, and Seaſons with Seaſons, it we'll be con- 
tent ro keep within any tolerable Bounds : Bur if 
forgetting that Deference and Submiſſion which be- 
comes ſuch dim-fighted and obnoxious Creatures as 
we are, we run into and encourage Boiſteroutnels 
and Perulance of Spirir, we are fo far from being 
wiſe, or taking the way ro improve in Wiſdom, thar 
we are guilty of moſt egregious Folly, as will be 
evident ro any Man that conſiders Things cloſely, 
and impartially. 

Irs a common Obſervation of Pagan Writers, 
That Men are very apr to conceir former Times bet- 
ter than their own. The old Man in Horace * would 
freely commend the Times while he was a Child, 

B 2 and 
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— — Querulus, laudztor temporis gti 
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and repreſent them as exceeding happy, compar'd 
with whar they were in his declining Age, not con- 
ſidering that he himſelf was more chang'd than the 
Times. And it was a prevailing Opinion amongſt 
them, that every Age grew worſe and worſe, and 
that the World itſelf univerſally and perperually de- 
clin'd, and all Things in it decay'd. Being fix'd in 
this Notion, they were very inquiſitive into the Cauſe, 
of the Alteration. Some aſcrib'd it to the Decay 
of the Strength and Goodneſs of Nature in the 
World in general, and the ſeveral Ranks and Or— 
ders of Creatures in it; and others ro the growing 
Strength of a malignant Spirit, who delights in no- 
thing ſo much, as in marring the Beauty, and as 
far as in him lies, diſturbing the Harmony of the 
Works of the great Creator and Ruler of the World; 
and others to other Cauſes; but with very little Rea- 
ſon, as has been ſhewn by a Writer of our own 
Nation, who has elaborately purſu'd that Argu- 
ment *. And as for the Inc:ination to app aud an- 
tient Times and Things, and deſpite and inveigh 
avainſt the Preſenr, a celebrated Roman Author 
tho' he owns it common, he yer reprelents it as aa 
Inſtance of human Malignity, as it is moſt certain- 
ly . And Solomon, with whom none of them could 
compare for Wiſdom, repreſents this Conduct as 

trifling, and worſe than trifling. 
However it did not confine itſelf to the Peres 
World, bur rgach'd Judea, which Gop had refer. 
ved 


— — 


* Dr. George Hakewill's Apology, or Declaration of 
the Power and Providence of God in the Government of 
the World. + Vitio autem malignitatis humanz 
vetera ſemper in laude, preſenria in faſtidio alle 
F. Quintilian. de Oratoribus Dialog. 
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ved ro himſelf as his own Incloſure, and favour'd 
above other Countries. And if any Land was hap- 
py, that muſt be ir, which we are told was a Land 
that the God of Heaven cared for, and had his Eyes Deut. xi. 
always upon, from the Beginning of the Tear, even 12. 
unto the End of the Year, And if ever that which was 
| the promiſed Land was peculiarly happy, it muſt 
| moſt certainly be in the Days of King Solomon, who 
was a wiſe Prince, and had a large Dominion, 
and a peaceful Reign, and was much reſpected. 
b His Subjects had Plenty of all Things needful, and 
; every Man might have fate under his own Vine and 
Figg-tree without Moleſtation. We are told that 
Q he exceeded all the Kings of the Earth, for Riches and 1 Kings x. 
e for Wiſdom ; and that he made Silver to be in Jeru- 23. 


4% 
© lalem as Stones, and Cedars made he to be as the Ver. 27 
a- [MWojcomore Trees that are in the vale for Abundance: 

n o happy were thoſe Days, that he himſelf obſerv- 

u- Ned, that there was reſt on every ſide, ſo that there Kings v. 
n- was neither Adverſary, nor evil Occurrent: And yet 4. 


zn eren then was there ſuch a Temper as this at work, 
or and People were inclin'd to magnify the Times fore- 
an eoing, which were paſt and gone, ar the Expence 
in⸗ {Wand to the Diminution of their own, tho' as happy 
as Heart could wiſh.” And this Diſpoſition which 
ar that Time appear'd, (when there was ſo little of 
a Temptation that could be pretended, and which 
there may at other Times be greater Temptations 
o, which ought to be carefully reſiſted,) does the 
Freacher in the Text ſer himſelf to oppoſe and 
heck: And the more ſenſible we are what ſuch a 

Diſpoſition carries in it, and what it draws after it, 
ef Wie more ſhall we be convinc'd that he had good 
2 Reaſon for it, and that it will become us to concur 
ſſe: und fall in with him. 

; | 3 | lr 
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16. 
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2Tim. iii. 
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Ir cannot indeed, ir muſt not be denyd, bu il © 
that ſome Ages are in fevers! Reſpects worſe than 
others. All Times are neither alte proſperous, nor . 
alike knowing, nor alike wicked: And it is very 
evident chat there are certain Seaſons that may be 
peculiarly remarkable for the Diſorders and Diff: 
culties with which they are attended: And this hold; Mt © 
both in Sacred and Civil-Matters. It is eviden 
from Scripture that the Church of God has been 
lome Times in a State of greater Purity, and at 
other Times in more Darkneſs and Declenſia, 
The Earth was remarkably corrupt, before the Ge. 
neral Deluge. We are told, that all Fleſh had ar 
rupted his way upon Earth. And we allo read d 
an evil Time, that is, a Time peculiarly Evil; 
Time in which it is declared the Prudent ſhall ker) 
Silence; and the Reaſon is given why 'tis ſuch an 
evil Time, 'tis becauſe of manifold Tranſgreſſun, 
and mighty Sins, which therefore are particularly u 
ken Notice of. Elſewhere alſo we are told, That tt 
Days are Evil; they are evidently and remarkably 
ſo ; and chat is urg'd as a weighry Reaſon to infort 
a plain Duty, and engage to walk circumſpeRiy. And 
we are alſo told of perilous Times that ſhould come 
and have ſuch Characters given of the Men tha 
ſhould live in them, as muſt neceſſarily make then 
perilous. We are allo told in this very Book 6 
the Preacher, That to every Thing there is a Seaſu 
and a Time to every Purpoſe under the Heaven : And 
accordingly we ſhould accommodate ourſelves 8 
our Carriage, rewembring that every Thing is be 
riful in irs Seaſon. We ſhould ſtudy the Tims 
we paſs through, that we may che better ſuit cher 
different Circumſtances in our Carriage reſpect" 


ly: And yer ſtill we may lay it down for a cer" 
Tru 
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Truth, and it is che very Truth which this Text is 
deſignd to impreſs upon us, and which I ſhall 
from thence gather for our common Inſtruction, 


"I That 

Or 

- D1isCONTENTEDLY or 2mpatiently to complain 
f of the preſent, compar d with former Times, is fooliſh, 
| p unreaſonable, and unaccountable, 

ds 

- I x order to the clearing of this, I have a Va- 
rer of Conſiderations to propoſe, and if they can- 
__ not be ſaid to amount to a ſtrict and proper De- 


ce nonſtration, yer I apprehend when they are put 
together, they will afford ſuch Proof as will be a- 
1 of bundanrly ſufficient ro convince and ſaxisfy. And 
; {Where let it be conſider'd, 


1. Ty ar the Times preſent are ordered by the 
lame Gop, and under the Conduct of the ſame 
vrer-ruling Providence, as former Times were: 
ind therefore it cannot be, chat there ſhould be any 
lifference between the one and the other, and he 
ot have a Concern in it: And if he has, there can 
2 no juſt Ground for Complaint. Did Things fall 
but or happen by chance, we might have ſome ex- 
uſe: But we have the beſt of Evidence that it is 


chen ar otherwiſe. We are aſſur'd, that 'tis the great 
ok MP 2> whole Kingdom ruleth over all, that hath Pl. ciit. 
realm, etermined the Times before appointed, He keeperh 14 19. 


Acts xvit. 


e Reins in his own Hands in one Age as well as _ 
another, All Times are in his Hands, with Refe- pf xxxi. 
ence both to publick and private Matters: And 15. 

e changeth Times and Seaſons at his Pleaſure. To _ i. 
omplain therefore of the preſent Times compared A 

th the former, is in effect to queſtion whether he 

ſits 


* 
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t3:< at Helm now as much as formerly, or whe. 
ther he is not out in his Management. When we 
obierve what may juſtly be grievous, or matter 9 
Uneaſineſs, or Exercile, or Trial to us, to make 
Tragica! Exclamatious, as if human Affairs were 
no! h4l!1uced with ſo equal and indifferent a Dj. 
ſtribution of Bleſſings as they ought to be, and a; 
might reaſonably be expected, is to impeach the 
Great and Supreme Covernor of the Word, and 
call his Wiſdom and Rięhreouſneſs in Queſtion; 
Deuter. forgetting, that he is the Reb, and his Work ii 
OP: perfect: For all his Mas are Judgment; a Gd 
of Truth, and without Iniquity, Fuſt and Right i 

be. 
Ir moſt undoubtedly properly belongs to tht 
Great LoR D of Heaven and Earth, ro temper and 
order the ſeveral Ages of the World, and the Oc 
currences of all Times, in what manner pleaſech 
him; and let him take whatever Methods he vil, 
Ifai. xIvi. i- Counſel ſhall ſtand, and he will do all his Pleaſure 
way He purſues his Purpoſes in a ſteady Courſe, and ever 
Age brings but a Part of his Counſel to light, ac 
Job xxi. cording to his foregoing Determinations. And ſi 
1285 any teach him Knowledge? Or can any one mend 
his Settlements, which are all connected together 
with moſt exquiſite Wiſdom ? 'To arraign him 
Job any Time is to darken Counſel, by Words withui 
' Knowledge. All Things chat fall our, whatever Fact 
they appear with, being of his ordering, it mob 
certainly becomes thoſe that would approve them 
ſelves to him, (and is an eſſential part of tri 
Piery,) quie:ly ro ſubmit to his Allotments, and b 
Heb. xiii he content with ſuch Things as they have ; and 
Fail bo whatſoever ſtate they are in, therewith to be content, 
11. as St. Paul was. And this is therefore rhe mor 
becoming 
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becoming, becauſe whatever former Days may have 
been, or whatever theſe Days in which we live 
may be, if we do but put Things together, we 
ſhall find good Evidence, that he manages all Things 
for the Good and Benefit of his devoted Servants ; 


and that his Eyes run to and fro, throughout to . Chron: 
whole Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong on the behalf of xvi. 9. 


thoſe whoſe Heart is perfect towards him. And this 
is a Thought that if it be but duly purſu'd and 
improv'd, may relieve us at any Seaſon, even when 


the Times have the moſt diſcouraging Aſpect chat 
can be imagin'd, 


2. DisconTexntED Complaints of. the pre- 
ſent, compar'd with former Times are therefore 
unreaſonable, becauſe no former Times can be 
fix'd on, that have been without cauſe and marter 
of Complaint, any more than the preſent. When 
we are bent upon comparing former and latterTimes 
together, we muſt have recourſe to Hiſtory, if we 
would not be led by meer Conjectures, without 
any Foundation: And this is a Method liable ro a 
Variery of Exceptions, and there are many Things 
to hinder Exactneſs in ſuch a Compariſon, 

'Tis hard to know particularly how Things 
were in former Days. For many Things are omit- 
ted and overlook'd even by the niceſt Hiſtorians, 
which ought to come in, if we pretend o form a 
juſt comparative Judgment between them and the 
preſent Times: And for want of being acquainted 
with theſe, we in many Reſpects are inevitably at 
a Loſs. It is not by any means ro be ſuppoſed, we 
ſhould be ſo diſtinctly acquainted with the grounds 
of Mens Complaints in former Days as in our own, 
which yer would be neceſſary in order to a poſinye 


C Certainty, 


— > 
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Certainty, that the latter are greater or heavier than 
the former. The Account we have of ſome Ages 
that are paſt, is but very indiſtinct and confus'd, if 
compar'd with what we have of others: And no 
other can be expected than that this ſhould leave 
us in great Uncertainty. And yet we know in the 
general, that where the Cauſe is the ſame, the 
Effects may very rationally be expected to be much 
the ſame. Now the Paſſions of Mankind with 
wh ch the Times are much affected and influenc'd, 
their Seifiſhneſs, Ambition and Covetouſneſs, Pride 
and Perulance, Diſtruſt and Jealouſy, Deceitfulneſs 
and Treachery, are generally the ſame in all Times, 
and differ little, any farther than as Opportunities 
and Occaſions for the venting them may vary at 
different Seaſons : And fince theſe are generally 
the Sources of Mens moſt bitter and heavy Com- 
plaints, I cannot percetve it has any thing in it at all 
ſurprizing, if the Streams in the Main run pretty near 


alike, any farther than want of Opportunity may 


in ſome Caſes, prove an Hindrance, and create a 
Difference. There may indeed at ſome certain 
Seaſons be new Appearances, ariſing from a Com- 
bination of different Circumſtances : Bur rhe very 
ſame Temper of Spirit as 1s peculiarly diſcover'd 
at any one particular Juncture, we ſhould find up- 
on ſtrict ſearch has appear'd before in other Forms 
and Shapes, according to the Poſture Things then 
were in; and therefore it is no wonder at all for 
it to appear again, in a way ſuited to the different 
Poſture we find Things in at preſent, | 
Tro' it muſt be own'd that we are not any 
Thing near ſo well acquainted with former Times 


as with our own; and that Hiſtory is one Thing, 
and Experience another; and that Things com- 


plained 
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plained of at a Diſtance are apt to ſhew much 
leſs, and ſeem more light, than ſuch as are near, 
juſt at Hand, and actually felt; yer have we I 
conceive Knowledge enough of Ages paſt, to be 
able with a Satisfactory Certainty to gather this, 
chat no Age can be mention'd that has been with- 
our its Inconveniences, Diſorders, and Complaints, 
any more than the preſent. And as we have Rea- 
ſon enough ro believe that there never yet was 
an Age in which there were not many Things to 
be complain'd of, chat were grievous, and tend- 
ed to create Uneaſinels ; ſo is it very evident that 
that Man muſt bear unreaſonably hard on the 
preſent Age, chat will ſay we have little or no- 
thing that is commendable, or matter of Rejoicing 
to be found among us. 

'T1s true, we have a very feeling Senſe of pre- 
ſent Difficulties, whereas we have the Knowledge 
of what was felt heretofore, only by Report, 
which being diſtant, is not fo apt to impreſs and 
ſtrike us: But ſtill nothing can be more ſure, than 
that ſome way or other, all Times have had their 
Fatigues and Troubles. We muſt ſuppoſe the 
World, and all Things in it, and Man in particu— 
lar, to have chang'd their Nature, if we imagine ir 
otherwiſe: And ir has in all Ages been the ſtudy 
and endeavour of wiſe Men to bear their Share 


in the common Lot with Conſtancy of Mind and 


Compoledneſs, rather than let their Spirits be roil'd 
or ſunk, or their Endeavours diſcourag'd, wich Re- 
ſpect to proper Methods for Relief. 

THERE is indeed ſo vaſt a Variety of Com- 


plaints that have been, and may be made by the 


buly and reſtleſs Minds of Men, that it is no eaſy 
Thing to reckon them up: And yer in the Gene- 
C2 ral, 


| 


1 
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ral, this is what we may very ſafely ſtand by, 
that there are none that any can make in the 
Days we live in, that either were not, or might 
not have been made in the Days of our Forefa- 
thers. There were (it is well known) heretofore 
Diſorders in the Natural, the Moral, the Civil 
World, as well as more lately. In former Ages 
at certain Seaſons, there were exceſſive Droughts, 
and as exceſſive Rains, Peſtilential Diſeaſes, violent 
ſtormy Winds, Earthquakes, and Inundations as 
well as in Modern Times: And Men roo were 
ignorant, and weak, and vicious, fooliſh and baſe, 
deceitful and treacherous, ungrateful and boiſte. 


rous, formerly, as well as at the preſent, Oppreſ- 


ſion, Wrong, Injuſtice and other Wickedneſs hath 
been as notorious in former as latter Ages: And 
the beſt Princes, and the wiſeſt Miniſtry, have had 
their Failings, and been impos'd on, by deſigning 
Agents, and diſappointed in ſome of the moſt promi. 
ſing Schemes, before they could be brought to bear, 
heretofore, as well as now. If we complain, either 
of the general Wickedneſs of the Times, or of their 
Infideliry, or of their Uncertainty and Unſettledneſs, 
or of the inſatiable Greedineſs and Covetouſneſs of 
the Age we live in, or of the Hardſhips we may 
any of us have met with through Miſmanagements, 


we may find like Complaints, as well as like Grounds, 


Eccl. i. 9. 


Ver. 10. 


in the Times that were before us. In this Re- 
ſpect, we may very ſafely ſay with Solomon and 
ſtand to it, The Thing that hath been, is that 
which ſhall be; and that which is done, is that 
which ſhall be done; and there is no new Thing un- 
der the Sun, And then ir follows, Is there any 
Thing whereof it may be ſaid, ſee this is new? It 
hath been already of old Time which was before us. 

Which 
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Which latter Paſſage is thus ingenioufly Paraphraf- 
ed on by Biſhop Patrick; Is any Man able to 
« contradict this, and point us to the Thing which 
« is altogether new, and hath never been {een or 
© heard before? It may appear perhaps ſo to him; 
© but that is to be imputed meerly to the ſhort- 
' neſs of humane Life: Which makes us ignorant 
* of what hath paſſed in former Ages (fave only 
in a few Things, tranſmitted down to us by 
* obſerving Men.) For had we continu'd many 
Generations, that which now ſeems new and un- 
* uſual to us, would have appear'd familiar, and 
* of great Antiquity, as really it is.. Were 
ve better acquainted with former Ages, we ſhould 
ot fail to find, that. they had either like Evils ro 
omplain of with us, or other Evils from which 
e are freed. For any to ſuppoſe or imagine chat 
ey chat liv'd before us were all Giants, while we 
re all Dwarfs; to repreſent them always in the 
unſhine, and ourſelves perpetually in ſtormy or 
loomy Weather; to imagine that they had no- 
ing among them but what was good, and we 
jothing in theſe Days but what is naught ; ro 


ncy they were always eaſy, while we are often 


nd many Ways diſturb'd ; or that they were all 
oneſt, while we are over-run with Deſign and 
ntriegue, is very weak and fooliſh, and a ſhew- 


d to have lite conſulted, or little improv'd 


by 


Eadem fabula ſemper in mundo agitur mutatis 
untaxat perſonis: Sicut & Thucydides Lib. 3. in- 
vt ſimilia accidere, donec maneat cadem hominum 
tura, Victor: Strigelius. | 


ng ourſelves to be great Strangers to Mankind, 
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by conſulting, the Hiſtory of Ages paſt, Bur far: 
cher, 


3. DisconTENnTE» Complaints of the pre. 
ſent Times, compar'd with the former, are there. i. 
fore unreaſonable, becauſe as bad as the Times MC 
now are, (or will appear if we make the worſt of MF 
Things) we ſtill have as many Comforts and Ble. Mn 
fings to rejoice in and be thankful for, as thoſe N 
that liv'd in any former Times could pretend ro, MW" 
It is eaſy to be obſerv'd, that they that are addiq. I 
ed to complaining of the preſent Times compar E 
with the foregoing, overlook the many good Thing E. 
of their own Times, and ſtrangely leſſen them, tha Ned 
they may have the more Scome for magnifying for- 
mer Ages by way of Oppoſition : Bur I appeal to 
any that have the Underſtanding of Men, whe. 
ther this be a wiſe Method. Is this a Thing tha Nee 
can be juſtify'd > What Senſe is there in ir, what WW" 
good can it tend to, for any of us to be fo u. 
ken up in admiring the Bleſſings with which they 
were favour d who liv'd before us, as not to 
mind the Mercies we enjoy at preſent, which per. 
hays if all Things were conſider'd fairly, and laid 
in the Ballance together, would be found to ex: 
ceed and out-weigh them? Why ſhould we view 
the apprehended Advantages of former Times thro 
a inagnifying Glaſs, and in the mean while take 
Pains to make the P'efſings cf our own Days ap 
pear as inconſiderable as is poſſible > This will ne. 
ver bear ſcanning. 

Ir is evidently a great Weakneſs, in any Re. 
ſpect to run into an exceflive Veneration of A. 
tiquity. One Proof of the Weakneſs of this Me- 
tkod is this, chat ſuch a Diſpoſition is general) 


ACcon 
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accompany'd with a low and diſparaging Conceit 


1 of whatever the preſent Age affords, which is unbe- 

coming, unjuſt, and unaccountably ſordid. But let 
pre. Men pretend what they will, we can run no Hazard 
here. Jin aſſerting, that all rhe Wiſdom, Learning, and 
ime; | Goodneſs, that is attainable by the Bleſſing of 


Heaven upon Diligence, Induſtry and Care, was 
Blet Nnot ingroſs'd by former Ages. All the Riches of 
Nature were not ſo fully diſcover'd to the Men 
that liv'd before us, as that there is little or no- 
thing left for the Benefit or Gratification of after 


did 
par' Enquirers. Even in latter Times, many prevailing 
lines Errors have been rectify'd, many Abuſes reform. 


ed, many Arts perfected, many very profitable In- 
ventions diſcover'd, and many very great and no- 
ble, and generous Acts perform'd. And why ſhould 
uch Things as theſe be forgotten by us, if we 


whe: 
- tha deſire or aim ar a juſt Compariſon > And why 
wha Would we be more ſenſible of the Difficulties han 


ff the Bleſſings of the preſent Times? How un- 
rateful are we herein ro God, who in many 
ot 1 Reſpects has ſingularly favour'd us! How unkind 
1 per. ourſelves, to continue poring upon what is dif. 
lad Fouraging, when we have a much brighter Scene 
o ex- Wo enterrain us, if we would bur behold and con- 
view ier lit! This is neither like Men that are wiſe, 
- theo! r chat deſire to be fo. 


take Ir we in this Land ſhould be at the Pains to 


5 ap ook back ro any paſt Age or Time on which 
ill ne- Ne could faſten, I cannot perceive we could fix 
M any, that had either more or more valuable 
Jellings afforded ir, or leſs Cauſe of Complaint, 
f An an we have had fince the Glorious Revolution in 
Me- 88. We never had more Light among us in 
erally Pine Things, more Plenty or a greater Abundance 
ccom- of 


y Re. 
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of Spiritual Helps, more Liberty to be as Good 
as we will, or a better Proſpect of the Increaſe 
and Continuance of our preſent Mercies, than 
through the wonderful Goodneſs of Gop we en. 
joy at this Day. We never had a better Prince 
upon the Throne, or one whoſe joint Intereſt and 
Inclination it more was to conſult our true Hay: 
pineſs and Welfare, than his preſent Majeſty King 
GEORGE, of whole Coronation this Day reminds 
us in its yearly Returns; and at the ſame Time 
I think we ſhould be much to blame, if it did 
not alſo remind us of the unſpeakable Difficultit 
we were in ſome Time before, which we were 
this Way carry'd through, and the terrifying Fear 
which were this Way diſpell'd. We never had the 
Royal Line fo ſtrengthen'd by a Race of Prince 
to ſucceed, all in the ſame Intereſt and Meaſures 
as in the Illuſtrious Houſe of HANOVER at thi 
Day. True and Right Notions of Liberty nere 
prevajl'd more than now, notwithſtanding all the 
Art and Sophiſtry that has been us'd ro ridicuk 
and explode them: Nor had we ever a fairer hn 
ſpect of being deliver'd from chat Spirit of Ini: 
tuation that came in with the Reſtauration, whid 
has bid ſo fair for ruining us over and over, ti 
we have under the mild, and wiſe, and ſteady Mi 
nagement of our preſent Sovereign, whoſe Sagact 
and conſummate Experience give us growing Hop! 
whatever Pains deſigning Men may take, and wii 
ever Arts they may uſe to baffle or to abate tie 
And ſhall we not then be thankful to Almigit 
God, inſtead of running on to Perpetuity in d 
confplaining Strain? 
ALL this indeed is no Argument, but chat ſon! 
thing farther might yer be done for che ftrens" 
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ning of our common Security, and the encouraging 
of thoſe that are heartily embarqu'd in the pub- 
lick Intereſt, and the weakning ſuch as upon all 
Occaſions are diſcovering their Eumity againſt it, 
if there were but a Diſpoſition for it. Nor can it 
be pretended but that the Weakneſs of ſome and 
the Baſeneſs of others, has of late given ſuch a 
Shock to Publick Credit, as that it will require 
Time, and Care, and Pains, and Application 
to ſettle it upon ſuch a Baſis as we can reaſona- 
bly hope and expect will be firm and laſting. 
And yer I ſhan't ſtick to fay, That that Man, 
be he who he will, that under Pretence of com- 
mending any former Times, daes nor acknowledge 
with Thankfulneſs, the great and fingular Bleſſings 
of Almighry Go p beſtow'd upon theſe Bririsa 
INands in the preſent Age, is a Monſter of In- 
gratirade : And he cannot bur appear fo, ro any 
one that duly obſerves, how many and how re- 
markable the Mercies are that we enjoy, in the 
midſt of all our Complaints and Murmurs. I add 
farther, 


4. TA diſconrented Complaints of the pre. 
ſent Times compar d with the former, are there- 
fore unreaſonable, becauſe tis we ourſelves that 
help ro make the Times ſo bad as they are. For 
the Times are, what the Men are that live in 
them: And therefore in order ro the mending of 
the Times, Men muft mend themſelves. There 
are many that make ir a Part of their daily Em- 
ployment to run down the Times, and paſs heavy 


TCenſures on the Age they live in, who! by their 


ll Tempers and Practices help ro make it ſo bad 
as it is; and might eaſily diſcern it too, wou}d 
D they 
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Prov. xix. f 
we wow of Man perverteth his Way, and his Heart fretteth 


To 
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they bur lay their Hands upon their Hearts, and 
enquire into themſelves, with a real Deſire to know 
the worſt. Now what can we make of this? 
Where can be the Wiſdom ont, for any of us to 
transfer to the Times, the blame which we ought 
to lay upon ourſelves > We may be aſſur'd that 
our taking this Method, will neither help to Re- 
medy what is amiſs, nor in the leaſt leſſen our 
Guilt : It will neither recommend us to GO p 
Favour, nor help to ſcreen us from his Reſent- 
ment. Let the Difficulties and Troubles, the Ex. 
erciſes and Trials which we any of us meer with 
be what they will, *"rwould be wiſer in irſelf, 
more for Gop's Honour, more advantagious to 
us, and more happy in the Iſſue, for us to aſcribe 
them to our own Sins, than to throw the blame 
upon the Times. This way, inſtead of bemoan- 
ing ourſelves, as treated with over much Rigor 
and Severity, we ſhould be bro't ro humble our- 
lelves under the Hand of Gop, and lie low be- 
fore him; we ſhould repent of our Sins, and 
amend our Ways: And would but a Number do 
lo, we might hope that the Times would mend 
upon our Hands, and our Complaints ſenſibly 
abare, and in Time quite diſappear and vaniſh. It 
is a wile Obſervation of Solomon, That the Fooliſhneſ; 


nzainſt the Lord: Which is a Text that was hardly 
ever more ſenſibly or more remarkably verify'd, than 


in our late unhappy Miſconduct, which partly occa- 


lion'd, and partly accompany'd that ſinking of our 
Publick Credir, which is ſo much the Ground of our 
preſent general Uneaſmeſs.This actually was our Caſe. 
We firſt through our Fooliſhneſs perverted our Way; 
we neglected Go p, and our Duty to him, and the 
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Rules which he had given; and broke in upon 
the Bounds that he had fix'd, and gave our Cor- 
ruption Scope ; and inſtead of ftriving againſt 
Temptations, freely yielded to them as they came 
in our Way, or even took Pains to ſeek out for 
them , and twiſt Scourges for our own Correcti- 
on; and then when we had enſnar'd ourſelves, 
inſtead of blaming ourſelves for our Folly, as ſoon 
as a common Terror made the ſad Effects viſible, 
we were too apt to fall ro fretting againſt the 
Lord, and blaming Providence for ſuffering ſuch 
unexpected Diſaſters to come upon us. And in- 
deed it is but too common with us, when we 
have forfeited our Mercies, and contracted Guilt, 
and brought ourſelves into preſſing Straits, to be 
backward to take the blame to ourſelves, owning 


chat it is our Sins that keep good Things from 


us, and bring rhoſe Troubles upon us which 
create us the greateſt Uneaſineſs. When our Folly 
has expos'd us ſeveral Ways at once, we often 
commit this grand Error after all the reſt, that 
we imagine Gop is unkind to us, and murmur 
at his Providence as rigororous in its Diſpenſati- 
ons: Bur this is downright Stupidity. 
WurartyeR the Times have in em that is 
afflicti ve or diſcouraging, in the midſt of our ma- 
nifold Mercies, we ſhould do well ro charge up- 
on our Sins, and for them ſhould we be hum- 
bled : And while this is neglected, to cry out up- 
on the Times, as if we bad any Reaſon to ex- 


_ pet or hope that they'd grow remarkably better, 


while we cheriſh'd the Temper that had expos d 
us, is juſt as if a Man chat had a chreatning Di- 
ſtemper, ſhould think of growing better, upon 
his being barely remov'd into another Room in 


D 2 the 
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the ſame Houſe, or lying in another Bed, while 
his diſorder all the while was inward, and ſo 
deeply riveted, as that no change of Place, till 
that was corrected, could produce any conſidera. 
ble Alteration. The Phariſees fancy'd that if they 
had been in the Days of their Fathers, they would 
not have heen Partakers in the Blood of the Pro. 
phets : Whereas in Reality, they by their Sins out- 
did their Fathers. 1 doubt they that are looſe and vi. 
cious and wicked in ſuch Times as thoſe in which 
our Lot is caſt, would have been, or would re- 
main Wicked in any Times. A Briar would be 
but a Briar if ir ſhou!d grow in Paradiſe : And 
a Lilly would te a Lilly, tho' it ſhould grow in 


a Wilderneſs. Bur yet farther, 


5. DrsconTenTED Complaints of the pre. 
ſent Times compar'd with the former are there- 
fore maniſeſtly unreaſonable, becauſe let the Times 
in which we are, afford ever ſo much ground of 
Complaint, we may be aſſur'd they would have 
Leen a great deal worſe, had we had our juſt 
Deſert, We have had a Spirit of Malignity a- 
mong us, that has ftorm'd, and rag'd, and threaten. 
ed ro break all Bounds, bur hitherro Thanks be 
ro Gop it has been reſtrain'd and curb'd, or elſe 
we had been long 'ere this in an Univerſal Con- 


fuſion ; and it had been but juſt, if we had been 


left involv'd in it. We that are now complain- 
ing how much and how ſenſibly Property has been 


of late affected, by the Methods in which the 
Schemes that have been on Foot have been pur- 


ſued, and bow ſtrangely Credit is funk on a ſud- 
den, and how many Families are by theſe Means 


ſt: alten d and empoy eriſn d, may eafily perceive 
how 


„ „ 5 


wy wig 


October 20. 1720. 
how we might have been in a Thouſandfold 
worſe Circumſtances, than we yer are in, after 


all our Murmurs and Clamours. We might have 


been in as bad a Condition as ſome of our 
Neighbours, who once had Money without Pa. 
per, then Money and Paper, then Paper and no 
Money, and ar length are like ro have neither 
Paper nor Money, and indeed nothing left, that 
they can call their own, bur Poverty and Slave- 
ry. We might have had our happy Settlement, 
quite over-turn'd, and -a Popiſh Prince ruling 
over us, back'd with a Foreign Force, ſeizing 
all our Properties at once as his own, by a ge- 
neral Plunder, and trampling our Laws, Liberty, 
and Religion too under his Feet, without Con- 
troul or Check. Thus ir would have been with 
us could our Enemies have had their Wills : And 
this moſt certainly had been our Caſe, had we 
been viſited as our Iniquiries have deſerved. Where. 
fore then ſhould we go on complaining as if Gop 


dealt hardly with us? Wherefore do living Men Lam. ii, 


26 


complain, eſpecially when they have ſo many va. 39- 


luable Bleſſings remaining? Men for the Puniſh- 
ment of their Sins; Eſpecially when the Puniſh- 
ment inflicted falls ſo far ſnort of what has been 
deſery'd by the Sins committed. It would much 
more become us to cry our, with Hearts fuita- 


bly affected, It is of the Lord's Mercies we ver. * 


are not e becauſe his Compaſſions fail not. 
Again, 


6. DiscoN TEN TED Complaints of the pre- 
ſent Times compar'd with the former, are there- 
fore unreaſonable, becauſe the giving way to 
them has a Tendency to continue them ſtill as 

bad 
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bad as they are, if not to render them yet worle, 
They tend this Way, as they unfit us for our 
Dury, by difheartning our Prayers, and making 
our Hands hang down, and our Knees feeble, 
and by enervating regular Endeavours in order 
ro Relief, from which purlu'd with Vigor we 
might hope for a very good Effect. This i a 
Way that will ſtrangely cramp Induftry, and dif. 
courage Activity and Application, and breed Sloth 
and Lazineſs, by affording a Plea and an Excuſe, 
a Cover and a Defence for it. The Concluſion 
to which this would naturally lead us is this, that 
the Caſe 1s deſperate and remedileſs, and tha: 
therefore any Attempts are vain, we muſt let 
Things take their Courſe, and all of us ſhift for 
ourſelves as well as we can, without any con. 
cern for the Publick. Bur had our Fathers be. 
fore us, in ſeveral Caſes given into ſuch Thonght; 
as theſe, I Appeal ro you yourſelves, and your 
own Reaſon, whether Things had nor been much 
worſe with us their Deſcendants than they now 
are. Let us therefore be aſhamed of giving in. 
o ſuch Complaints with Reſpect to the Times, 
as to be diverted from and dilcourag'd in our pre. 
ſent Duty, as ever we would not have our Po- 
ſteriry that come after us fir down and cure 
us, | 
To this it may be added, That diſcontented 
Complaints of the Narure before ſpecify'd when 
perſiſted in, argue ſuch Stiffneſs and Sullennels 
under Divine Rebukes, as ſeldom fails of draw: 
ing down God's Indignation, in ſome Way that 
is peculiarly remarkable. So that if 4 in. 
ſtead of bearing the Indignation of the Lox be. 
cauſe they have ſinned againſt him, and endes. 
vouriog 
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touring to improve by it, continue to run on in 
z complaining Strain, murmuring againſt Go 
and his Vice-gerents, they may provoke him to 


mat Degree, as that he ſuall blaſt the Counſels 
and Endeavours of thoſe, who with the Divine 


leffing it might have been hop'd, would have 
prov'd Healers of Breaches, and Reſtorers of Paths 
to dwell in. And then, what beſides utter Ruin 
could be the Conſequence ! 


7. Disc oN TEN TED Complaints of the Times 
preſent, compar'd with former Times, are there. 
fore plainly unreaſonable, becauſe ſuch a com- 
plaining Spirit if it be not check'd, is never to 

be ſarisfy'd, let the Times be ever ſo much alre- 
red for the better. If we once freely give our- 
ſelves vent this Way, and take delight in ſo do. 
ing, there's no knowing where we ſhall ſtop, or 
what will ever ſatisfy us. Let us ſuppoſe the Matter 
of our preſent Uneaſineſs intirely remov'd, and 
Things ſtrangely involv'd and disjointed fer to rights 
o a Degree beyond what could reaſonably be ex- 
pected, and any ſuch farther Additions made to 
our happy Settlement, as appear molt likely to 
add to the Eaſe and Comfort of the hearry diſin- 
erefted Lovers of their Country; yet ſtill if we 
are poſſeſs'd of a complaining Spirit, we may ſay 
ater all, that ſuch and ſuch former Days were bet- 
ter than theſe, and this or that or tother Thing 
in the Cauſe: And ſo we are but where we were. 
i: is hardly potſible that all Things ſhould ſo harmo- 
nize at once, as that there ſhould be nothing lefr 
remaining for ſuch a Spirit to faſten on, that ſhould 
lupport and feed it. And ſo we ſhall hold on 
5 and complaining to rhe Worlds End - 

And 
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And let Things be ever ſo much alter'd and 
mended, we ſhall find ſomewhar ſtill wanting that 
ſhall keep us always uneaſy. But this is a Tem. 
per that as it is highly diſpleaſing to Go p, <6 
muſt it neceſſarily be very uncomfortable to thoſe 
that give Way to it, and make them burdenſome 
ro all that are about them, whether they are abore 
them, or below them, or upon a Level with them, 
We have a memorable Inſtance of this kind in 
the Iſraelites of old, who had Gop going before 
them, and many Tokens of his ſpecial Preſence 
with them, and Manna rain'd down from Hea. 
ven upon them in the Wilderneſs, bur they did 
not value it, and were uneaſy, and free in their 
Complaints, becauſe they miſs'd the Garlick and 
Onions they had in Egypt: And when they once 
gave way to ſuch Comparative Complaints, we 
hardly find they ever ceas'd, till Go p at lat 
was ſo provok'd, that he ſware in his Wrath 
they ſhould never enter into his Reft, Once 
more, 


8. DisconTENTED Complaints of the Times 
preſent, compar'd with the foregoing, are there 
fore unreaſonable, becauſe theſe very Times that 
we complain of, may for any Thing we know, 
uſher in much better Times than any that this 
Land has ſeen hitherto, and than we can at 4 
Diſtance be able ro imagine. The Iſraelites com. 
plain'd of their Fatigues, and yet they brought the 
next Generation at laſt to a moſt happy Ser. 
ment in the Land of Canaan. The Fews recko'- 
ed themſelves an undone People, when once rhe 
Romans gat footing among them : And yet ſoon 
after there appear'd the Meſſiah, who had been f 
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jong expected, in whom all Nations were to be 
bleſſed: And their having Fudea in their Power, 
was the Means of making him the ſooner and the 
better known all over the World. 

Att Parts of Europe complain'd moſt miſera- 
bly at che Beginning of che Fifteenth Century, of 
a Deluge of Impurity, an intolerable Tyranny, 
ſuch Ignorance as was little ſhort of Barbarity, 
and moft abominable Corruptions, that were more 
than could well be numbred : And yer ſoon after, 
was Gop pleas'd to bring about a wonderful Re- 
formation, which gave Things in all theſe Weſtern 
parts a quite different Face and Aſpect from what 
they had before; ſeveral Nations one after another 
being ſpirited to caſt off che Romiſh Yoke; And in 
this Land of ours, how rais'd wete our Fears, 
and how low our Hopes, and how full were we 
of Complaints, in the Reign of King Fames II, 
when Gon was pleas'd to make uſe of the very 
Greatneſs of our preſſing Danger, as a Means to 
open the Eyes of a drowly Nation, and rouze 
them to that Degree, as to make them willing 
to receive and welcome a Deliverer whom he was 
pleas'd ro ſend us; whom if we ever forget, or 
mention without Honour, we are the moſt ungrare- 
tul People under Heaven. 

So tho' we now are full of our Complaints, of 
Frauds and Abuſes, the Decay of Credit, the Ship- 
wreck that many Families that were in flouriſhing 


_ Circumſtances have made of their Forrunes, and the 


ſhaking of a great Multitude of others, together 
with the Conſequences likely hereupon to enſue, yer 
who knows, when theſe come to lie before a Bri- 
tifh Parlament, what Diſcoveries may ariſe from 
Geir Inquiries, and what an happy Settlement of 

E Liberty 


Fu 
> 


29 


30 


MY TRIP 11 
ASER MN Preach'd, 
Liberty and Property jointly, may be the Refult of 
their Conſultations, if we take but Care to do out 
Duty, in recommending theſe Matters from Time 


to Time to GoD in ſerious Prayer, which has been 
the Way of our obtaining great Bleſſings formerly, 


and may be fo till. As apt as we now are t9 


complain, the Great and Bleſſed GOD whoſe King. 
dom ruleth over all, may for any Thing we know, 
have grear and glorious Purpoſes ro ſerve among 
us, by the very Way in which he carries us thro! 
theſe Difficulties, by the Light that ſhall by this 
Means break in upon us with Reſpect ro our moſt 
valuable Intereſts, and by the Determinations that 
ſhall effectually bring Things into the proper Order, 
that have been oddly inverted. Tho' Gop may 
have ſo much Mercy 1n Store for us, as thar our 
Complaints may not herein prevent him, they may 
yet lay a Foundation for that Regret and Shame 
upon a Review, as may be very cutting: And for 
that Reaſon among others it will become us to be 
cautious, and ſubmiſſive, and to ſtudy what the 
Times call us ro, without murmuring againſt Gop, 
or diſhearrning ourſelves. 

T ur Motion therefore which J have to make, 
in the Concluſion of the whole, and which the ſe- 
veral Conſiderations J have propos'd very ſtrongly 
inforce, is this; that we take Care to cheriſh an 
humble and thankful, rather than a complaining Spi- 
rit, and earneſtly endeavour as much as in us lies to 


correct that perulant Hamour, which is highly dif- | 


pleaſing to Gov, juſtly offenſive to our Governors, 
and altogether unprofitable ro ourſelves ; which can 
do no Good of any Sort, but tends directly to 2 
great deal of Miſchief. 
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Lr us leave it to the Great, the infinitely Wiſe 
Gop who knowe:h the End from the Beginning, 
to take his own Time and Way to ſerve his own 
Purpoſes, eirher with Reſpect ro the Publick, or our 
own Concernments. Whatever Gronnds we at any 
Time may apprehend we have to reſent Things as 
far as they are under himan Management, let us 
yer ſubmit to them with Quietneſs as they are of 
Go b's ordering, concluding that he has wiſe Rea- 
ſons for all his Procedures, and all his Permiſſions. 
Let us ſtill rely upon his good Providence, in the 
Way of our Duty, and never ſuffer ourſelves to call 
in queſtion his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, or Juſtice. 

Wirk Reſpect to the general Governor of the 
World, ler us not only be contented but Thantul, 
even in the Condition in which we now are : 
Thankful art leaſt chat Things are no worſe with 
us, and that we have ſo many valuable Bleſſings 
remaining. As ro our Sovereign, ler us endeavour 
to make his Return Home which we fo earneſtly 
expect in a little Time, as comfortable as is pofſi- 
ble, withour adding ro his Toils and Cares which 
are already ſufficiently heavy, by giving way to a 


peeviſn Uneaſineſs. Let us do our Duty to Gop 


in the firſt Place, and bow down under his Mighty 
Hand ; and ro our King and Country in the nexr 
Place, upon all Occaſions. Let us not leave our 
proper Station, or quit our Rank, becauſe Things 
have gone againft us: Or aflict ourſelves endleſſy 
at ſuch Things as cannot poſſibly be help'd. Let us 


rather look forward than backward, which becomes 


vile Men. Let us walk uprightly with Gon, as 
Juſt Noah did, at a Time when all Fleſh had cor- 
rupted their Way. Tho' it muſt be own'd, the Age 
b bad enough, to whar might have been expected 
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after all our Warnings, Calls and Helps, yer let us, 
like Fire that burns with the greateſt Vehemence 
in the coldeſt Weather, endeavour to be ſo much 
the more wiſe and watchful, and circumſpect, and 
humble, and religions. Let us remember that there 
is no Age ſo bad as that it can hinder us from be. 
ing Good, if we are bur fixedly diſpos'd that 
Way; as well as none ſo Good, as not to have 
Ground of Complaint againſt Defects and Dior. 
ders remaining. And ſince Gop had tlie Manage. 
men of all former Days, and will have of all that 
are future, let. us freely leave him the Manage. 
ment of the preſent too: And take but Care in 4 
contimu'd Courſe to do the Things that are righ 
in his Sight, and becoming our Holy Profeſſion, 
and then be the Days we live in better or worſe, we 
may have Peace; and may hope that our laſt Day 
and the cloſing parr of Life will be comfortable ; and 
that when we quit this lower World, which is a mu 
table Scene, in which we have multiply'd Evidence 
there is nothing certain, we ſhall enter upon a Stats 


of Bleſſedneſs, that will admit of no Mixtures ot 


Imbitterments, no Changes or Alrerations, through 


Everlaſting Ages, 
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